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1. Vessel Description and Certification 

 

National legislation requires workboats which operate commercially “at sea”, outside 

category C and D waters, to be certified to comply with defined codes of practice. Where 

workboats are not subject to regulations the harbour authority may establish their own 

procedures. 

 

The PMSC states that harbour authorities should ensure that workboats used in their 

harbours are “fit for purpose” for any use to which they are put.  

 

In order to carry out certain maintenance activities the Trustees presently operate a 5m 

‘Pioner Multi’ boat with a 60hp outboard motor.  

 

This vessel is constructed to DNV standards and is designed to meet CE category C inshore 

criteria (voyages in coastal waters, large bays, estuaries, lakes and rivers where conditions up 

to, and including, wind force 6 and significant wave heights up to, and including, 2 m may be 

experienced). 

 

The boat is designed to carry a maximum of 8 persons or a maximum payload of 1,350kg 

(includes motor, persons, materials). 

 

The builders certification is provided at Annex 1. 

 

Design Category ‘C’ sea and wind criteria are set out at Annex 2. 

 

The vessel has been issued with a Certificate of Compliance under the Inland Waters Small 

Passenger Boat Code of Practice (see Annex 4). 

 

 

2. Area of Operation 

 

The boat is operated in the Categorised Waters of the Severn Estuary between Gloucester 

and the Second Severn Crossing for the purposes of maintaining aids to navigation. 

 

These waters are categorised ‘C’ and ‘D’ (see Merchant Shipping Notice MSN 1827(M)) and 

set out at Annex 3. 
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3. Operating Conditions 

 

All persons aboard the boat wear automatically-inflating 275N lifejackets. 

 

The nature of the estuary is such that the boat is never more than, and usually much less than, 

1.5 miles from the shore and a point where the boat could be beached if necessary. 

 

Due to the generally short duration of the trips, the proximity of the boat to the shore and 

maintaining contact with persons ashore, carriage of a liferaft is not usually considered to be 

necessary (a liferaft is available). 

 

The boat is not normally operated in conditions of restricted visibility. A compass is carried. 

 

The boat is not usually operated at night. However, it is equipped with appropriate navigation 

lighting and the area of operation is well marked with aids to navigation (with which all crew 

are familiar). 

 

Local charts are carried on the boat, which is also fitted with a GPS receiver. 

 

Before any launch a responsible person ashore (office staff) is advised of the purpose, 

destination and likely duration that the boat will be working, along with the number and names 

of crew members. 

 

At the conclusion of the work, the shore contact is advised that the boat has been recovered 

and that the crew are ashore. 

 

The boat may be launched from a slipway (Beachley) or crane (Sharpness).  

 

Before any launch the person in charge assesses the time required for the job, weather 

conditions, height of tide and water depths at site (including any need to dry out). 

 

Before any launch, weather conditions (actual and forecast) will be taken into account. The 

boat will not be used when: 

 

Wind speed exceeds (or is likely to exceed) 20 knots 

Fog is restricting visibility or is forecast 

Wind over tide is likely to result in adverse surface conditions 
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4. Crew Competence 

 

The boat is operated by a skipper having a minimum qualification of at least RYA Level 2 

Powerboat with commercial endorsement. All members of the boat crew will also have 

undergone First Aid at Sea and Sea Survival training and be in possession of a valid radio 

operators licence. 

 

All persons involved in the operation of the boat have considerable and current experience 

of the areas of operation. 

 

 

5.  Inspection and Maintenance 

 
GHT has adopted the following procedures and inspection regime to establish “fitness for 

purpose” of the workboat operated by the Trustees. The vessel is also voluntarily operated 

and equipped in accordance with the Inland waters Small Passenger Boat Code of Practice, 

for which a Certificate of Compliance is maintained (Annex 4). The checklist and log (Annex 

5) is to be completed after each excursion. 

 

Inspection criteria to ensure that the workboat is “fit for purpose” 

 

1.1 Construction and Structural Strength 

The boat shall be produced in accordance with CE recreational craft directive (RCD) 

regulations for the proposed area of operation. 

 

1.2 Watertight integrity 

All watertight openings are to be inspected regularly to ensure watertight integrity is 

maintained. 

 

1.3 Water freeing arrangements 

All freeing ports to be kept clear 

 

1.4 Machinery 

Evidence of regular servicing is to be maintained 

A maintenance log book is to be kept (see checklist at Annex 6)) 

 

1.5 Electrical arrangements 

Where battery systems are in use there are to be adequate securing, ventilation and 

isolating arrangements 

 

1.6 Steering, rudder and propeller systems 

It shall be necessary to establish that the steering arrangements are adequate for safe 

operation of the vessel and that an emergency means of control is available 

 

1.7 Bilge pumping 
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A manual bilge pump or efficient means of bailing shall be provided 

 

1.8 Life saving appliances 

The boat shall carry: 

1 buoyant line 

100% lifejackets (minimum 275N for each person) 

2  lifebuoys (1 with buoyant line, one with light) 

4  red hand flares 

2 orange smoke floats 

 

1.9 Fire appliances 

The boat shall carry: 

1 bucket with lanyard 

2 multi-purpose fire extinguishers to BS EN 3:1996 

 

1.10 Radio equipment 

The boat shall carry a fixed marine VHF installation and radar reflector 

 

1.11 Navigation lights and sound signals 

The boat shall carry lights and sound appliances in accordance with the requirements of S.I. 

1996 No. 75 the Merchant Shipping (Distress Signals and Prevention of Collisions) 

Regulations 1996 

 

1.12 Navigational equipment 

The boat shall carry navigational equipment as determined by risk assessment. When 

operating at night or in reduced visibility a magnetic compass shall be fitted. 

 

1.13 Anchors and cables 

The boat shall carry an anchor of sufficient mass for the size of the vessel and sufficient 

cable for the area of operation 

 

1.14 Protection of personnel 

All guard rails and handgrips are to be secure and free of grease 

All working surfaces are to be non-slip 

 

1.15 Fuel storage 

Fuel shall only be stored in approved containers 

Fuel containers shall be securely fastened and located in adequately ventilated areas 
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Annex 1 
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Annex 2 

 

 

 

RECREATIONAL CRAFT DIRECTIVE DESIGN CATEGORIES:  

Category Significant Wave Height Beaufort 

A - Ocean Exceeding 4m Exceeding 8 

B - Offshore Up to & including 4m Up to & including 8 

C - Inshore Up to & including 2m Up to & including 6 

D - Sheltered Up to & including 0.5m Up to & including 4 

Significant wave height means the average height of the highest 1/3rd of the waves 

over a given period. Waves of double that height may occasionally be experienced. 

 

Annex 3 

 

Categorisation of Waters (see Merchant Shipping Notice MSN 1827(M))  

 

C – Tidal rivers and estuaries and large, deep lakes and lochs where the significant wave 

height could not be expected to exceed 1.2m at any time, and 

 

D - Tidal rivers and estuaries where the significant wave height could not be expected to 

exceed 2.0m at any time. 
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Annex 4 
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Workboat Check List (to be completed at end of use)        Annex 5 

 

Date: Time of launch: 

 

 

Time of recovery: 

 Place of launch: 

 

 

Place of recovery: 

Purpose of use: 
 

 

Number of persons: 
 

 

 Yes/No Observations 

Fuel tanks full  
 

 

 

Engine oil checked 
 

 

 

Engine flushed 
 

 

 

Bilge pump checked 
 

 

 

Battery isolator OFF 
 

 

 

Boat washed down 
 

 

 

Trailer washed down 
 
 

 

Battery charger connected 
 

 

 

Check drain plugs 
 

 

 

Safety equipment present 
 

 

 

Fire extinguishers 
 

 

 

Anchor and cable 
 

 

 

Lifebuoys 
 

 

 

Paddles 
 

 

 

Heaving line 
 

 

 

Lifejackets 
 

 

 

Charts 
 
 

 

 


